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Syllabus: 
Module 6: Public Health Priority interventions 

Unit: Reproductive Health 
Day/time: 21st September to 30th September, 2026; evening hours 06:00pm-10:00pm
Place: University of Rwanda, SPH/Remera Campus

Lecturers: 
                  Valens Mbarushimana, PhD (v.mbarushimana@nursph.org  Tel. +250788490718)

                  Erigene Rutayisire PhD (e.rutayisire@ur.ac.rw Tel. +250 785152896)
Course description
The overall aim of the reproductive health course which is a 3 credit (30 hours) unit course designed to equip health professionals with necessary skills for planning, management and evaluation of reproductive health services in order to improve women’s reproductive and sexual health issues in Rwanda and other countries. To achieve this purpose, the class will explore the components of sexual and reproductive health; areas of SRH disagreements; trends in sexual and reproductive health; reproductive health indicators; overview of maternal mortality and its related causes and how to accelerate the global response based on current signs of progress. 
Course objectives
By the end of this class the student should be able to:

· Describe the range of Reproductive health care services
· Understand why the global health pay particular attention to Women and children 

· Describe the components of SRH

· Discuss the areas of SRH disagreement
· Explain the trends in sexual and reproductive health
· Discuss the extent, distribution and causes of maternal death
· Describe global strategies toward ending preventable maternal mortality 2016-2030
· Strategies that have been developed and implemented in Rwanda to tackle maternal mortality 
Course outline
· Introduction to sexual reproductive health and rights: 

· Definition of sexual reproductive health and rights
· Short history of sexual reproductive health and rights 
· Components of Sexual and Reproductive Health
· Areas of SRH disagreements 
· Trends in sexual and reproductive health
· Reproductive health indicators
· Maternal Mortality and Morbidity in the Global Context

· Overview of maternal mortality
· A closer look at the numbers
· Causes of death 
· Signs of progress
· Accelerating the global response.
Learning and teaching strategies

Due to the interdisciplinary nature of women’s health studies in the public health, this course unit will engage a broad range of information sources and presentation modalities, e.g., lecture/discussion, student presentations, interactive group exercises, scholarly texts and websites. The class attendance is imperative for effective class participation. There will be 12 lecture hours for active class engagement. Take home individual and group assignments, in class assignments (practice) and discussion, group presentations will be key learning and teaching strategies for this course. 
Evaluation and assessment 
· Assignments, 

· Group Presentations,

· CAT and examinations
Group assignment and presentations
Students will be grouped into groups and assigned themes (see below), each theme for one group. Members of the group will work together for their assigned theme and prepare both word document and PPT presentation. There will be one day for group presentation where each member will have her/his slides to present. Each group will be given 15 minutes for presentation and 20 minutes for questions/comments/feedback. This assignment will be marked on 20 as CAT. Based on the content of the assignment, the students will be able to: 

· Define the selected SRH theme 
· Introduce the issue of their selected theme based on key reproductive health indicators and other relevant with global, regional and national figures if available. (at least 5 references).

· Highlight the challenges or determinants that worsen the RH indicators related to their theme.
· Discuss the WHO views about their selected RH theme
· Confront their theme with the national policy/strategies/guidelines. 
· Develop from their findings, key recommendations to address the issues related to your theme.  
Themes for group assignment: 
· ANC
· Delivery care (health facility delivery) 
· Postnatal care
· Family Planning
· GBV and Harmful Traditional Practices
· Abortion
· Sexually Transmitted infections
· Adolescent sexual reproductive health
· Climate change and maternal health 
Course materials

· PPT

· Handouts 
TEACHING PLAN:

Unit: Reproductive Health 

	Date 
	Lecturer 
	Mode of delivery 
	Activity/Content 

	21st September 2026
	Assoc. Prof. Erigene
	Physical class 
	· Introduction to sexual reproductive health and rights: 

· Definition of sexual reproductive health and rights
· Short history of sexual reproductive health and rights 
· Components of Sexual and Reproductive Health

	22nd September 2026
	Assoc. Prof. Erigene
	Physical class
	· Introduction to sexual reproductive health and rights: 

· Areas of SRH disagreements 
· Trends in sexual and reproductive health
· Reproductive health indicators
· Current interventions/programs addressing the issue of reproductive health in Rwanda

	23rd September 2026
	Assoc. Prof. Erigene
	Virtual 
	Group presentations and Discussion 

	24th September 2026
	Dr Valens 
	Physical class
	· Maternal Mortality and Morbidity in the Global Context

· Overview of maternal mortality

· A closer look at the numbers 

· Causes of death 

· Signs of progress

	25th September 2026
	Dr Valens
	Virtual 
	Group presentations and Discussion

	28th September 2026
	Dr Valens
	Physical class
	· Accelerating the global response.
· Priority interventions and challenges

	29th September 2026
	Assoc. Prof. Erigene and Dr Valens
	Virtual 
	Student presentations 

	30th September 2026 
	Assoc. Prof. Erigene and Dr Valens
	Physical class
	Cases studies, Class discussion and Summary 




